Grades 4-5

Word Meaning

Helping Your Child Determine the Meaning of Words
As children begin to read more difficult stories and passages, they can come across words
they don‛t understand. Sometimes they can figure out what a word means by using the rest of
the sentence to understand an unknown word. Teachers call this skill understanding words in
context. Context clues are hints in a sentence or passage that can help children define a word
they don't know. Teachers also ask children to think of words that have the same (synonyms)
or opposite (antonyms) meaning.

Word Express
The purpose of this game is for your child to be able to understand
the meaning of words they hear in sentences. Cut apart the Word
Express questions cards. Place the cards face down in a stack. Select
the top card from the stack and read the sentence to your child. For example, “If a farmer
has to prod the cow to move, does he sing to it or push it?” Have him tell you the answer and
check the card to see if it is correct. In this case, the farmer pushes the cow. If your child
gives the correct answer, he keeps the card. If incorrect, tell him the correct answer and
place it at the bottom of the stack. Continue until all the cards are read and answered
correctly. The correct answers are on the Word Express Parent Answer Sheet (numbers on
the cards match the numbers on the Parent Answer Sheet).

What-a-Word
In this activity, your child gets to choose words to complete a story. Give your child the A
Day at the Beach story. Notice how there are several blank spaces in the story. Also, notice
that there is a list of words in the Word Bank at the bottom. Read through the story with
your child. At each blank spot, have her select the word from the Word Bank
that best completes the sentence. Have her read the sentence with the
selected word. If the sentence sounds correct, have her write the selected
word in the blank. If the sentence doesn‛t sound correct, have her
select another word. The correct answer is on the What-a-Word Parent
Answer Sheet. Continue until the story is complete.
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Synonyms
Teachers often say a word and then ask children to name other words
that have the same meaning. Words that have similar meanings are called
synonyms. Examples of synonyms are giant/huge, adult/grown-up, and
dog/pooch. Knowing synonyms helps children with both reading and writing.
Recognizing synonyms helps a child understand what he is reading.
Being able to use synonyms in writing means that he can use other
words rather than repeating the same word. It might be a story
about a boy who is running. Instead of repeating that he‛s running,
he can write about the boy jogging, sprinting, or zipping by! Play
the following Synonym Bingo! game to help him practice finding
synonyms.

Synonym Bingo!
Tell your child that you are going to play a game about synonyms—words that have similar
meanings, like car and automobile. Cut out the Game 1 Synonym Cards. Shuffle the cards and
put them in a bowl. Give your child the Game 1 Synonym Bingo Card. Have him take a card
from the bowl and read the word (for example, “yell”). Look for the matching
synonym on the Synonym Bingo Card (for example, “shout”). If he finds a
synonym, have him place the synonym card on that word on the bingo card.
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Play the same game using the Game 2 Synonym Cards and Game 2 Synonym
Bingo card. See Synonym Bingo! Parent Answer Sheet for Game 2.
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Antonyms
Other times, teachers say a word and ask children to name words with the opposite meaning.
Opposite words are called antonyms. Examples of antonyms are hot/cold, big/small, and
near/far. A child has to understand a word
to begin with before he can come up with
an antonym. For example, he needs to know
what the word “nervous” means before he
can come up with its antonym, “calm.”
Figuring out antonyms helps children learn
the meaning of words.
Play the following Antonym Concentration
game to help him practice finding antonyms.

Antonym Concentration

appear

vanish

Start by cutting out Set 1 of the Antonym game cards. Spread out the antonym cards face
down on a table. Taking turns, select two cards and read them. See if the cards are
antonyms, such as “appear” and “vanish.” If the cards are not words with the opposite
meaning, return them to their original places. Continue until you find all the pairs of cards
that are antonyms. Play again but this time use the Set 2 Antonym game cards. Finally, try it
one more time with the Set 3 game cards. The correct answers are on the Antonym
Concentration Parent Answer Sheet.
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Watch Families Doing Activities
To watch families doing these activities, please go to: www.schoolsuccesslibrary.com and click
on the “Parents” link at the top of the page. Next, click on “Literacy Resources”. Then, click
on the button that matches your child‛s age group. Scroll down the page and click on the
video that goes with this tip sheet. Other tip sheets and videos are there as well.

More Ideas
If you and your child enjoy these activities, tell your child‛s teacher. The teacher may have
more ideas to share for learning fun at home. If your child is having a hard time with these
activities, you can also talk to your child‛s teacher. There may be another tip sheet or other
activities to help.
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