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Text Features
Finding Important Information in Books and Passages

In the 4th and 5th grades, children need to read and understand information in books and pas-
sages for their subjects in school, such as science and geography.  Text features help them 
notice what is important, learn more about what they have read, and go back to find informa-
tion. Children need to learn what these text features are and how to use them to get the most 
out of the text they are reading. 

Text Features

Not all books and passages have all the text features listed below.  For example, books often 
have a Table of Contents, but passages seldom do. It could be helpful to watch the video that
shows these text features and a parent and child playing the game described below.  Find 
instructions to get to the video at the end of this tip sheet.

Some of the main text features are:

Title of Book or Passage: What this text is about

Table of Contents: List of the contents with page numbers
where each section begins, found in front

Headings: Main ideas and divisions within text

Subheadings: Ideas under a main heading

Tables and Charts: Provide information in easy-to-see format

Pictures: Help you see what things in the text look like

Captions: Information under pictures that explains what they are

Bulleted Items and Lists: Call attention to specific points for the reader

Glossary: Definitions of words used in text

Index: Alphabetical list of topics with page numbers
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Journey to the Land of the Apes

This activity includes the passage: Great Apes:  What Makes Them Great? You will need the 
passage, the Child‛s Land of the Apes Game Sheet, the Parents‛ Land of the Apes Question 
and Answer Sheet, and a penny to play the game.  

When ready to do the activity with your child, 
sit down where you can both see Great Apes:  
What Makes Them Great?  Have your child 
read the passage to you. Then, ask him the 
questions on the Question and Answer Sheet 
for Parents one at a time. Have him find the 
answers in the Great Apes: What Makes Them 
Great? passage.

Scoring. There are from one to six points 
possible for each question. Have your child 
move his penny forward on the Game Sheet 
each time he gets a correct answer, one space 
per point. It will take 22 points to reach the 
Land of the Apes but if you keep going your 
child can help feed the apes. After going 
through all of the questions, if your child gets between 23 and 28 points, he earns one 
banana for every ape in the land. If he gets between 29 and 34 points, he can give six 
bananas to every ape in the land. If he gets between 36 and 40 points, he can plant a banana 
tree for every ape in the land!

If your child does not know an answer, you can give him clues and hints. When you are 
finished, see how far along the path your child got.  If he is interested, you can do the 
activity again until he gets all the way to the end of the path.
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Bonus Points

The first twelve questions are about text features, such as headings and the glossary.  The 
last four Bonus Point Questions help your child think carefully about this story and learn to: 
1) make inferences, 2) contrast information, 3) compare information, and 4) make predictions. 
These are difficult skills for some children to learn.

Inferences are ideas the child figures out 
through reasoning when the answers aren‛t 
specifically given in the text– conclusions or 
deductions.

Contrasts are ways things are different from one 
another.  Talking about contrasts shows your 
child‛s ability to think about how two or more 
things are different. 

Comparisons show the child‛s ability to think 
about how things are similar or the same. 

Predictions show your child‛s ability to figure out 
what will happen next.  They are educated guesses.



W
 

atch Families Doing Activities
To watch families doing these activities, please go to: www.schoolsuccesslibrary.com and click 
on the “Parents” link at the top of the page. Next, click on “Literacy Resources”. Then, click 
on the button that matches your child‛s age group.  Scroll down the page and click on the 
video that goes with this tip sheet. Other tip sheets and videos are there as well. 
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More Ideas

If you and your child enjoy these activities, tell your child‛s teacher. The teacher may have 
more ideas to share for learning fun at home. If your child is having a hard time with these 
activities, you can also talk to your child‛s teacher. There may be another tip sheet or other 
activities to help.
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