Kindergarten and 1st Grade

Letter Identification

How to Help Your Child Learn the Alphabet
Children need to know the letters of the alphabet before they can learn to read. Knowing the
alphabet means that your child can name both the capital and lower case letters when she sees
them. Teachers call this letter identification.
Alphabet Games to Play with Children
Try out these fun activities you can do to help your child learn the letters in the alphabet.
Here are a few:

Sing the Alphabet Song
Sing the song for your child and then get her to sing along with you. Finally, get her to
sing the song alone. You may need to sing the song many times before your child can sing
the song on her own. This song will help your child remember the order of the letters.
Point to the letters as you sing.
ABCDEFG
HIJKLMNOP
QRS TUV
WX
Y and Z
Now I know my ABC’s.
Next time won’t you
sing with me?

Do the Alphabet Chant
If singing is not your thing, then
teach your child the alphabet chant.
Give
Give
Give
Give

me
me
me
me

an ABCDEFG
an HIJK LMNOP
a QRS and a TUV
a WX, a Y and a Z.

I know the alphabet! Clap for me.
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Read the Alphabet Book
Read the “My Alphabet Book” with your child. Point to the capital
and lower case letters on each page. Say, “This is a capital A and
this is a lower case a.” Teachers call the big letters “capitals” and
the small ones “lower case” letters.
Then read the word under the picture and point to the first letter
of the word so your child sees the letter in a word.
Every so often ask, “What letter comes on the next page?” and
see if your child knows.
Read the book several times and see if your child is learning to
name each letter when you point to it.
Notice which letters your child does not know so you can use
them in the next activity. Some letters can be harder to learn,
like the difference between a “b” and a “d.”

Letter Hunt
Cut out 2 sets of the capital letters on the included sheets.
Choose 2 or 3 of the letters that your child does not know, such as the letters your child
had trouble learning in the Alphabet Book.
Keep one of each letter and then hide the other around the house.
Show your child the letter, say its name, and ask your child to find that letter.
Then show your child the next letter, say its name, and ask your child to find that letter.
When your child gets good at this game, put the whole alphabet on a table. Hide a copy of
every capital letter around the house. See if your child can name each letter she finds and
match it to the same letter on the table.
Cut out the lower case letters on the sheets and play the same game with these small, lowercase letters until your child knows the names of all the capital and lower case letters.
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Letter Match
Put a few capital letters on the table. Give your child the matching lower case
letters and ask him to put each lower case letter on the capital letter it goes with.

When your child gets good at this game, put all the capital letters on the table at
once. Give your child all the lower case letters, and ask him to put each lower case
letter on the capital letter it goes with.
Then reverse the process. Put out all the lower case letters. Give your child the
capital letters and ask him to put each capital letter on the lower case letter it
goes with.
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Watch Families Doing Activities
To watch families doing these activities, please go to: www.schoolsuccesslibrary.com and click
on the “Parents” link at the top of the page. Next, click on “Literacy Resources”. Then, click on
the button that matches your child’s age group. Scroll down the page and click on the video that
goes with this tip sheet. Other tip sheets and videos are there as well.

More Ideas
If you and your child enjoy these activities, tell your child’s teacher. The teacher may have
more ideas to share for learning fun at home. If your child is having a hard time with these
activities, you also can talk to your child’s teacher. There may be other activities to help.
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